












‘Home’ is always such an interesting concept. And indeed, one 
could undoubtedly add yet another layer to its multiple meanings 
when trying to understand what ‘home’ actually encompasses 
for a person with a mixed background. I was born in France to a 
French mother (and a completely French maternal family) and a 
Brazilian father (and a completely Brazilian - whatever that means 
- paternal family) and therefore have acquired both nationalities. 
Contrary to what one could expect, the most interesting con-
sequence of this ‘bi-national citizen’ status is not the ease with 
which I can travel abroad, whereas the reactions I receive from 
different people when exposed to that information. My decision 
on when to expose this situation is, in itself, a matter of peculi-
arity. When in Brazil, where I lived almost my entire life, I would 
always be reluctant to give away the ‘half-French’ information; I 
was afraid people could find me pretentious for declaring it. Most 
of the times when I have done so for any particular reason, I could 
notice the change in the way others would regard me: now I was 
a bit more of a stranger, I belonged a little less, and I had traits 
of a ‘higher’ society which the others did not share - the latter 
probably due to the common Brazilian feeling of inferiority in re-
lation to Europe and other so-called developed countries. When 
in Europe, where I lived for a semester in 2015 and where I now 
live again, giving out my double-citizenship will most of the time 
incite interest on my Brazilian side and make way for a series of 
questions about the country and my life there (most often with a 
good-natured approach); but there have been situations in which, 
in Europe, I have prefered not to declare my half-Brazilianness, 
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be it due to fear of how I would be treated or to access benefits 
that are not made available to non-Europeans. Or, in other times, 
my Brazilian background would be a motive for me to be consid-
ered ‘exotic’, with all the negative derivations of such thought 
included and hence bringing all of the stereotypes of what one 
could expect of a Brazilian to eventually surface. Others can be 
immediately disappointed when learning that I do not know how 
to samba, in a lighter approach, or they can right away express 
their utter surprise by the fact that I am white-skinned. This con-
tinuous choosing of when to perform each nationality may be one 
of the main causes of a feeling I understand as reoccurring in the 
mixed-background people’s discourse: the lack of a place to call 
‘home’. When asked, I always tell others of how I miss Brazil when 
I am in Europe and vice-versa. This is most likely a consequence 
of growing up in one country whilst being educated in a way and 
having a family environment in close proximity to the other one; 
but ultimately, everything builds up to not belonging to either one 
of those places. I have learned from other bi-national citizens that 
they are also somewhat unsettled in this regard and, from time 
to time, will move countries so as to try and feel more at home. 
One could almost romanticize that we have the perpetual migrant 
gene inside of us, were it not a condition more beautiful poetically 
than in reality. And, perhaps what is even more important: for us, 
not having a home or a place to which we belong is not an option, 
albeit an invariant matter of fact. Maybe the closest alternative 
to the search for a place to call home, for people like me, would 
be to start perceiving home as the (or the many) place(s) where 
a network of people who are important for us is. And, indeed, I 
believe that many who share my circumstance have learned to do 
that in the long run of their lives; our friends, family and/or loved 
ones become our home, and the comfort they can offer can also 
develop into a beautiful feeling of belonging.





INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION

Interviewee: Mia Penu from Germany/Greece 
Interviewer: Cat and Emy
Date of Interview: 16.10.2019
Location: Göttingen
List of Acronyms: Q=Question, A=Answer
//
Q: What is your name?
A: I am Mia Penu. 
Q: Where are you from?
A: I come from Greece.
Q: How long have you been here?
A: I was born here, in the south of Germany, Lindau Bodensee is 
the biggest lake in Germany, in the south near to Austria.
Q: Is there any reason in particular you came to Göttingen?
A: I came because my parents, they went to Göttingen, because my 
father’s family lives here, and so we came all together here.
Q: So, all the family migrate together here?
A: Yes
Q: How is your perspective of Göttingen, regarding how well the 
city welcomes migrants? 
A: I think Göttingen is like New York. In New York, there are so 
many people, different people, and Gottingen is very friendly 
town. I think, because, if you have so many different cultures, and 
all the people are nice to you, if you have questions or anything.
Q: So, are you working in Göttingen?
A: No, I am working in Uslar, Uslar is like 40 km from Göttingen.
Q: In comparison to Uslar, do you prefer Göttingen or there?
A: If you want to have fun or action Göttingen is really good, but 
Uslar is a small village, so you have the nature, the people are 
serious. Here, people are more open, open-minded, open people. 





On the 1st of October 2019 my new life has begun. I moved to Ger-
many from Serbia due to my studies. Excitement about everything 
unknown ahead of me and eagerness to meet new people were 
mixed with fear and feeling of loneliness since I left home, a place 
where everything is obvious and familiar and where nothing has 
to be proved.
On my second day, while I was wandering the streets of Gottin-
gen I heard Serbian music coming from a clothing store. I imme-
diately went in, where I met a lady from Croatia who has moved 
here 35 years ago. As a 14-year-old girl she moved away from 
her grandma in Croatia in order to join her parents who have al-
ready lived and worked in Germany. We quickly immersed in a 
conversation, talking about different walks of life, immigration, 
Balkan’s countries, etc. 
 She shared with me that she doesn’t feel that she belongs here 
and it was obvious that she recognizes herself as different from 
people from her surroundings. She still identifies strongly with 
her Croatian background, with tradition and social norms of her 
heritage culture. On the other hand, when she visited Croatia few 
years ago she realized that she behaves differently from the peo-
ple living there.
In order to integrate in the hosting country, to fit in, she had to 
reinvent herself, to build a new identity and at the same time she 
was losing her roots. While she was being nostalgic about her life 
in Croatia, she was actually holding onto something that does not 
exist anymore.
It was like she was stranger in both cultures. In a work of sociol-
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ogist Georg Simmel, a stranger is not just a wanderer who comes 
today and leaves tomorrow, that is an individual without any 
structural position. On the contrary, it is the person who comes 
today and stays tomorrow. A stranger is part of the group but 
its position is determined by the fact that it is not there from the 
beginning. 
I couldn’t help but wonder…in today’s globalized world where 
mobility is key aspect of our education, professional path, even 
relationships aren’t we all condemned to live as a strangers? If we 
keep reinventing ourselves in every place we go, we are adding 
“new layers” of our identity but at the same time we are, unques-
tionably, losing some. At the end, what are we left with? 
This question reflects me deeply since I left my country and in the 
next two years I will live in three different countries and, to be 
honest, I am not sure if and when I will go back to Serbia. Despite 
that, feeling of belonging to Serbia is strong and if anyone asks 
“What is home?”, for me, it would be Serbia, undoubtedly.
 Still, I would like to answer that question again in 10 years. 

Interviewee: Musea from Sudan
Interviewer: Cat and Emy
Date of Interview: 16.10.2019
Location: Göttingen
//
Q: What is your name?
A: I am Musea 
Q: Where are you from?
A: I come from Sudan
Q: How long have you been in Göttingen?



A: Six Months.
Q: How do you find the city so far?
A:Yes, it is. Göttingen is good.
Q: How do you decide to come to Göttingen? And not a bigger 
city such as Hannover or Hamburg?
A: No, I was in Osnabrück.
Q: Do you find Göttingen friendly and welcoming to foreigners?
A: No, not really.
Q: Do you have any friends or family here that are supporting 
you?
A: No, it is just me.
Q: Have you found any difficulties in terms of looking for a job?
A: Yes, it is hard.
Q: What about the language? Do you find it difficult if you can-
not speak German?
A: Yes, I speak a little German and English too but not so good. 
Q: Right now, in Göttingen are you working?
A: No, I am a student.

As an international student headed to Germany (and with little 
previous experience visiting the country) I often wondered prior 
to arrival how present the memory of World War II was in the 
minds of Germans in every day life. I understood that the cities 
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have memorials to victims of the Holocaust, street names that 
reference important figures or places of the war, but I wondered 
if their significance was a constant reminder, or whether the av-
erage German passing by a statue or along a street would stop 
once to read or think about its significance, and then continue on 
their way. Were the symbols of Germany’s dark history simply 
another feature of everyday life? 

From the outside, this would seem to be the case. In my month 
and a half in Germany so far, outside of discussing the war in 
class or asking people specifically about it, I’ve not heard many 
Germans speak about their feelings and perceptions of WWII, and 
its presence in their lives; But in recent weeks I’ve learned that 
this does not in any way mean that the legacy of war isn’t thought 
about, or doesn’t still affect the people of Göttingen. 

Last week, a suspected unexploded WWII bomb was discovered 
near the local train station in Göttingen, forcing the city to sche-
dule an evacuation of nearly 14,000 residence living within one 
kilometer of the site so a disposal squad could investigate and 
defuse the bomb. People on campus could talk of little else in the 
days after the announcement, but most conversations were sighs 
at the inconvenience of being forced to leave their homes at 7am. 
Shortly after the inspection started on Saturday morning, a false 
alarm was called- the bomb was not in fact a bomb, just pieces of 
metal and tile. Students and residence went back home, pleased 
that the evacuation didn’t end up lasting the whole day. 
As an outsider from the US, a country that hasn’t fought a war on 
its own soil since before 1900, the news of a bomb in Göttingen 
was a shock, and I couldn’t understand at first how everyone was 
acting so calm about it. I asked professors and classmates from 





Germany about their thoughts and was told matter-of-factly that 
this was not the first time a bomb had been found in Götting-
en- in 2010, an active WW2 bomb in the same area had killed 
three bomb disposal experts and injured six others. They told me 
there are still thousands of unexploded bombs surrounding Ber-
lin today, and that new bombs are still found across Europe all 
the time.  While this is an extreme example, the way that people 
reacted to the news the bomb, the annoyance of the evacuation, 
the history of Göttingen, and how commonplace events like this 
really are in Europe showed me that the legacy of WWII is actually 
deeply ingrained in this city, and is still today a fact of life for the 
people who live here. I consider Germany- and especially Göt-
tingen- to be one of the safest places I have ever lived, and this 
event hasn’t changed that feeling for me (no need to worry, Mom 
and Dad). If anything, it made me appreciate this matter-of-fact 
view of the past and its continuing repercussions today, when na-
tionalism and extremism are once again on the rise. The fact that 
the echoes of WWII still finds ways every day to reach through 
time and remind us of the past- through street signs, through 
memorials and plaques, and through false alarms of bombs in the 
city- means the past won’t easily be forgotten, which means it 
can’t easily be repeated in the same format.

Interviewee: Xxx from Sudan
Interviewer: Cat and Emy
Date of Interview: 16.10.2019
Location: Göttingen
//
Q: For what reason did you decide to come to Göttingen?
A: I don’t know



Interviewee: Mohammad Ali from Pakistan
Interviewer: Cat 
Date of Interview: 17.10.2019
Location: Göttingen
//

Q: How do you know about Göttingen first, I mean it is not a pop-
ular city compare to Hannover or Hamburg?
A: I don’t know. I am sorry I have been living so long in Germany 
that I have forgotten English.
Q: Do you find Göttingen friendly? Do you think it welcomes im-
migrants, is it easy to move around?
A: I have a lot of friends in Göttingen. Göttingen is good but the 
majority of people in Göttingen are students. Everything is only 
about the University and students.
Q: What about work? Is it easy to find work or difficult?
A: Work here in Göttingen is very hard, do you know? Some peo-
ple work and some do not work, some people will help you.
Q: Did you live in another city before in Germany?
A: No, only here.
Q: Where are you from?
A: I am from Sudan.
Q: What are your favourite things to do in the city?
A: I have no time. I only work and study at the University for IT
Q: What do you think about people in Göttingen? 
A: I do not like them. I have my friend from Palestine, and we have 
meet for a long time, he is my best friend.
Q: For how long have you met each other?
A: For five years, we were studying together in Egypt at Al-Azhar 
University.





Q: What is your name?
A: I am Mohammad Ali.
Q: Where are you from?
A: I come from Pakistan.
Q: How long have you been here?
A: I have been here for 4 years.
Q: Can you please tell me what were your motivations to come to 
Göttingen? Why didn’t you choose Hamburg or Berlin?
A: I would say I have been in Bremen, I have been three months in 
Munich, Stuttgart, I have been all over Europe also, Germany also 
and then like I registered here, it’s happened, ok? It’s happened, 
actually… to be honest I did not want to stay here. I want to move 
somewhere to stay in another country, but it just happened and 
then I registered here, and I stayed here, otherwise there’s no rea-
son… Actually, my personal opinion I want to stay in Berlin, ok? It’s 
a big city and there’s a lot of opportunity to get job, there’s a lot of 
options, also you can study, whatever you want too. Ok? So, I did 
not want to stay here, it just happened, and I stayed here. 
Q: But, at the end, why did you stay here? Was it because you 
found a job, or you were comfortable in the city?
A: I have friends here, so the main reason is I have had Pakistani 
friends, so I had contact with them and they were 4 or 5 friends 
of mine and they were from the same city where I come from, 
like this guy (point to his friend) and they told me to come here 
and to stay here. That’s it and that’s why I just did the registra-
tion because of them, because I wanted to stay with them, and it’s 
happened.
Q: For how long have you been in Göttingen?
A: I have been here for three and a half years.
Q: What are your favorite things to do here in Göttingen?
A: My favorite things to do… I play cricket also in Göttingen, I play 



badminton and I also go to fitness and my favorite things I would 
say it simple, are to play cricket, badminton, and to do sport.
Q: How do you find the local people so far? 
A: Sometimes the people are very friendly, sometimes they are 
rude, most of the time the German girls I found that they are re-
ally rude and I don’t like them, I do not care who’s gonna hear 
this, because I found them very rude, arrogant and they think they 
are angels, they come from heaven, what the fuck they think, ok, 
that’s it. I have German friends, they are like four or five, I have 
German friends, I have good time with them, we have fun, I have 
also German women not like girlfriend not normal friends just only 
workmate and yeah, but sometimes people are very friendly and 
sometimes they are not. But I found out about German girls as I 
told you and in Göttingen people they are like, here, most people 
are I think student, ok? so students they are really friendly, they 
talk very nicely, they are… I would say they are nice people ok? 
And If I talk about other than student it depends on nature, every-
one has its own nature, but I found out like this but to be honest I 
don’t like even German people and I am staying here. I am staying 
here because in the last few years, a lot of things had happened 
with me, so I motivated myself, I motivated myself I don’t give up, 
I never give up just trying to get work, trying to do things.
Q: What about the city? Do you find Göttingen itself welcoming 
to migrants?
A: I would say they are very welcoming, because there are people 
coming from other countries, from Syria, Iraq and people help out 
other people. They are coming from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan 
also, they are very welcoming, they do actually welcome.



Nina Natroshvili: Short reflective essay. 
2 minutes read

Where is my home?
“the place where one lives permanently, especially as a member of 
a family or household.”

No permanent address. No sense of family. 

Pursuing ephemeral chances, flashes of different faces, light and 
dark. Sea of eyes, eyes like sea and grass, coal and dark chocolate. 
Will this place give me a chance, will I give a chance to this place? 
No guiding torch, no lighthouse in sight. Every time when I think 
about nonexistence, disappearance, memories of my childhood 
shades my mind, I keep returning to old Russian wooden house 
(now half dissolved), filled with smell of mold and incense my fa-
ther burns for his gods, me and my brother running towards the 
very end of our yard of fruit trees. Roses and strawberries, that is 
my birthday and New Year’s Eve has a smell of tangerines. 
Do I belong here? Will I ever belong here? You don’t speak my 
language, you can’t see my eyes, you won’t hear my dreams. My 
mouth is shut, my eyes are dry, my heart is full of teardrops. I be-
lieve in some kind of absolution, place where all pieces of puzzle 
will fit together, and I feel whole. No guiding torch in sight, no 
lighthouse showing the way. 
Cobblestones, old timber-framed houses and cathedrals your pre-
decessors built. Imagined communities, strong identities meeting 
my fluid self which is somehow familiar but also incompatible. Are 
you the mother who gave birth to me? Are you the father who 
taught me to pray? Are you the teacher who taught me to read? 
Are you the sky I grew up looking?
No guiding torch, no lighthouse in sight.









By Rhys Nugent

One of the first discussions we had for this edition of the Edinost 
built upon our personal impressions of Göttingen. 

CAT: 
As someone from outside of Europe, I think we always think of 
Europe as a welcoming place where everyone is united and can 
make their dreams come true here, but, I don’t think it’s that sim-
ple. In the case of student accommodation, for example, I sent 
more than 100 applications and then received so many saying 
that they only wanted German students. I had the same expe-
rience last semester trying to find an internship and it was a bit 
shocking, because I came to do these studies with the hope of 
like: we are all equal in Europe and we all have equal opportuni-
ties, but actually: no! It depends on your passport, your mother 
tongue and where you’re from, literally your passport. Obviously 
this is an international city, but I don’t know how welcoming the 
city actually is.

This had me wondering what other students’ experiences had 
been like in Göttingen, so I took to the university to find out. Is 
Gottingen really the welcoming international city that so often 
springs to mind? 

LYNNEA, Erasmus student from Sweden

I feel very welcome in Göttingen. I think I had luck on my side with 
accommodation as I’ve spoken to others and they’ve had com-
pletely different experiences to mine. I was very driven to find a 
WG. And something that really helped me was that I knew 



German. 
Do you think some people find it easier to find accommodation 
here than others? 

There are always prejudices, or at least stereotypes. I think it’s 
something done subconsciously; how you sort people.

DANIEL, German student and subletter

How do you feel about people potentially only staying for one 
semester in your flat?

I think it’s great! I’m very happy for people who come to Göttin-
gen and if they like it here, why not come back or stay for longer?

When you did your WG interviews, what were you looking for?

Someone who was not a shy person and someone you can actu-
ally speak with. Of course, appearance was really important too 
because if someone looks, like, really messed up and you know 
you have to live with them for 6 months or a year, then that’s not 
something you’re drawn to.

MATTHIAS, Erasmus student from Estonia

I wouldn’t say I’ve felt unwelcome in Göttingen. I always look 
out for it because I’m used to it, because I do look a bit different 
than the average person; I have a big body build and I’m bald and 
some people do feel threatened by it. But so far, that’s not been 
the case here.



STEPHEN, Studentenwerk Wohnen representative from Germany

Göttingen is a very open, international city fill of young educated 
people and I definitely feel at home here. When it comes to our 
services, our waiting list for flats is about half a year currently 
and it can be particularly difficult for international students com-
ing here on short notice. We have 2345 students on our wait-
ing list right now, even if that number might be misleading as a 
number of students are staying with friends or family temporarily, 
or they’ve found a flat already but they’d like to find something 
cheaper.

It’s definitely more difficult for students to find private accom-
modation because they don’t tend to stay for longer than a year. 
Many older people in Germany also don’t speak English and in 
such circumstances, communication can sometimes be an issue. 
This is why we recommend bringing German friends with you if 
you aren’t fluent in German, as it makes everything easier. Gen-
erally speaking, the private accommodation market is incompre-
hensibly difficult for international students, which is why we try 
to help as many as we can with our service. 

Even if the people I interviewed thankfully felt welcome in Göttin-
gen for the most part, the fact that nearly everyone knew some-
one who was struggling to some extent goes to show how things 
might not be quite as simple as many of us think.
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